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Passage of the Bill 
The Scottish Local Government (Elections) Bill [SP Bill 21] was introduced in 
the Parliament on 3 February 2009.  Stage 1 commenced on 11 February 
2009 when the lead committee, Local Government and Communities, agreed 
its approach to the Bill.  The Bill was also considered by the Finance and 
Subordinate Legislation Committees.  The Stage 1 (general principles) debate 
took place on 14 May 2009 and the Bill was passed following the Stage 3 
Parliamentary debate on 17 June 2009. 

Purpose and objectives of the Bill 
The Bill had two objectives.  First, to de-couple local government elections 
from Scottish Parliament elections.  This proposal came in response to the 
independent report on the 2007 Scottish Parliament elections which was 
carried out by Ron Gould.  Secondly, the Bill sought to enable a broader 
range of electoral information at local government elections to be publicly 
available. 

Provisions of the Bill 
The Scottish Local Government (Elections) Bill sought to amend the date of 
Scottish local government elections so that the next council elections are held 
in 2012 and 2017. Thereafter, local government elections will revert to a four 
year electoral cycle. The Bill also proposed to provide Scottish Ministers with 
a power to make regulations to allow for the publication of electoral data to 
polling station level.  Prior to the Bill being passed, returning officers could 
only publish electoral data to ward level. 

Parliamentary consideration 
The Local Government and Communities Committee supported the general 
principles of the Bill.  In doing so, the Committee, in its stage one report, 
raised concerns and sought clarification regarding a range of issues such as 
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voter turnout, electoral information campaigns and the level of funding that will 
be made available to local authorities in order to implement the provisions of 
the Bill.  No amendments were put forward at Stages 2 or 3 of the Bill and the 
Bill was passed without amendment. 
 
Stephen Herbert 
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